Devon Open Studios 2026

Taking part in Devon Open Studios means joining the South West’s largest and best-
attended open studios event — and gaining a powerful package of promotion, support,
and visibility. Your fee directly funds the event and ensures it remains non-profit and
artist-led.

Your Listing & Visibility

*  Printed Listing in the Official DOS Guide
A professionally designed entry featuring your image and text in a guide with a
print run of 25,000+ distributed across Devon (libraries, TICs, arts venues and
more).

* Initial Allocation of 50 Guides
Free copies for your own distribution, with more available if required.

*  Online Venue Listing
A dedicated profile with up to 12+ images, interactive map, links to your website
and social media, and space to add more detail whenever you wish.

Marketing & Promotion

* Commission-Free Sales
You keep 100% of your sales.

* Local & National Press Activity
Generic press releases for you to adapt, support contacting local media, and
regional/national promotion through the DOS Media Officer.

* Access to Promotional Materials
Printed directional arrows, downloadable posters, flyers, logos and branded assets
to help you promote your event.

* Advice on Marketing & Presentation
Practical guidance to help you reach a wider audience and present your space
professionally.

Support & Professional Development

*  Admin & Technical Support
Help with registration, your listing, uploads, and general queries throughout the
process.

*  Training Workshops
A programme of online sessions covering marketing, digital tools, professional
practice and raising your profile.

* Regular Updates & Guidance
Year-round advice to support your planning and preparation.

Community & Networking

* Networking Events
Opportunities to meet fellow artists, share ideas, and cross-promote your activities.
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* A Supportive Artist-Led Community
Connect with other creatives across Devon through the build-up to the event.

Behind-the-Scenes Support (Included in Your Fee)
Your contribution funds:
* Event coordinator
*  Guide designer
Web designer
* Media officer
» Specialist skills brought in as needed (e.g. social media, photography, film-making)

Payment is made online via Stripe.

1. Fees for 2026

All Devon Open Studios fees are participation fees and are charged per artist or group
taking part.

Solo artists

« Solo artist — Quarter-page listing
Quarter-page listing in the printed guide, plus an individual Devon Open Studios web
page, with links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.
£150

+ Solo artist - Half-page listing
Half-page listing in the printed guide, plus an individual Devon Open Studios web
page, with links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.
£350

Two artists

*  Two artists - Joint quarter-page listing
Joint quarter-page listing in the printed guide, plus a joint Devon Open Studios web
page, with links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.
£240

*  Two artists - Joint half-page listing
Joint half-page listing in the printed guide, plus a joint Devon Open Studios web page,
with links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.
£370
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Groups (Shared Venue)

Small group (3-5 artists)

Half-page listing in the printed guide, plus a joint Devon Open Studios web page, with
links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.

£390

Medium group (6-10 artists)

Includes a half-page listing in the printed guide, plus a joint Devon Open Studios web
page, with links to each participating artist’s Devon Artist Network profile page.

£650

Medium group Upgrade option:
Full-page listing - £900

Large group (11+ artists)

Full-page feature in the printed guide (double the previous print space), giving the
group a strong, highly visible presence in the publication.

Includes a joint Devon Open Studios web page plus the option for every
participating artist to have their own individual Devon Open Studios web page,
linked from the group page, allowing for additional images and information.
Full-page listing - £1,000

Individual artist pages for large group participants can be set up once registration is
complete.

2.

Our fees are fair and transparent: Fees are worked out on a per-participant basis,
so everyone contributes proportionally to the size of their group.

We encourage visibility for all: Every participating artist—whether part of a duo,
small group, or large collective—can create an individual listing linked to the
group page, once the group has registered and paid.

We provide flexible entry options: Artists can choose listing sizes that suit their

needs and budget. Larger groups benefit from shared costs, while still ensuring all
members receive a dedicated presence.

DOS dates:12 - 20 September

Key Dates for Participation in Devon Open Studios

Even though we have several months to plan, it is always surprising how soon the Devon
Open Studios event comes round each year!
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Below are some key dates you might want to bear in mind when considering whether to
take part. We will of course firm up deadlines and notify you of these in good time as the
project progresses. However, the following will give a good indication of what happens

when.

Monday 02 February

Monday 02 February

Sunday 29 March

End of March / Early

April

Beginning May

Mid-May

End July

Saturday 12 September

20 September

Devon Open Studios

Registration for artists and groups opens

Emerging Artist Bursary programme announced. Each year
up to 5 artists will be chosen to receive Bursaries to support
their participation in the event. The scheme is open to those
taking their first steps in professional practice, returning
after a career break, or taking their art in a new direction.

Registration closes. Registration forms must be fully
complete and received with payment made by this date. We
are likely to be oversubscribed again this year so apply as
soon as possible to secure your place.

End of March / Early April You will receive confirmation of
registration and contact details of other participants local to
you. You will have a chance to change your image and
essential information, if required.

Around this time, our Media Officer will send out the first call
to participants for interesting press stories. Bursary winners
will be announced.

You will receive a proof of your entry in the event guide. It is
essential that you check it, approve it or make any
amendments needed by the deadline given. Each artist or
group must sign off a final proof before the guide goes to
print in June. You’ll also need to check your entry on the
website.

You will be required to pick up your allocation of event
guides from a regional centre in your Local Authority
area. This begins the main promotional period with
participants expected to promote the event widely in their
local area.

Your website listing will be available for you to update and
amend.

DOS 2026 opens. You can open for as many or as few days
as you wish during this period but it’s wise to open for as
long as you can to allow an audience to build. Sunday

DOS 2026 closes. You will be asked to complete a feedback
form on how your event went and results will be circulated
at the DAN AGM in October.
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3. Ready to Join the Community - Artist
Groups

Participating in Open Studios as part of a group isn’t just about increasing visibility —it’s
about becoming part of a larger community, collaborating with fellow artists, and
accessing opportunities that extend well beyond the event itself. Whether you’re looking
to expand your audience, save on costs, or network with industry professionals, joining a
group can enhance your Devon Open Studios experience in ways you might not have
expected.

You can participate in Devon Open Studios as a group, with the following conditions:
* Membership Requirement: All participants must be individual members of Devon Artist
Network (DAN).

+ Group Admin Lead: Groups must nominate one person to act as the Group Admin
Lead. This person will provide their contact details during registration and will serve as
the main point of contact for all event-related correspondence.

* Responsibilities of the Group Admin Lead: The Group Admin Lead will be responsible

for circulating information among group members as needed and will act as the primary
liaison for any decisions, approvals, and sign-offs related to the event.

4. What Is Expected of Participants

Accurate Information
You must provide accurate text and high-quality images by the stated deadlines.

Proofing Responsibilities

You are fully responsible for checking and correcting your own listing. Devon Artist
Network (DAN) does not check, edit, or amend any artist’s proof.

You will receive two proofs only, and all corrections must be made by you through your
DOS member page before the final deadline. No further proofs will be issued.

DAN accepts no liability for any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies that appear in the
printed guide as a result of incorrect or unchecked information supplied by the artist.

Meeting Deadlines
You must adhere to all deadlines for returning information for the guide and notify the
coordinator if you will be away from your admin address at any key point in the process.

Collecting and Distributing Guides

You must collect your guides and arrows from your district distribution point and
distribute guides locally (e.g. arts centres, pubs, shops).
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Event Promotion

You must work with other participating artists and Devon Artist Network to promote the
event as widely as possible, using the branded promotional tools supplied (posters,
guides, digital assets, etc.).

Directional Arrows
You must put up arrows to clearly direct visitors to your venue, following Devon County
Council guidelines. Arrows should be securely mounted and laminated where possible.

Opening Times

You must open on all the dates and times you have specified in the guide and display
work that is consistent with your description. In the event of a genuine emergency (as
outlined in the Terms & Conditions), contact the administrator as soon as possible for
advice on next steps.

Local and Press Promotion

You are responsible for promoting your open studio locally and to local press. If supplying
press stories to our Media Officer, please do so in good time to allow for potential regional
or national coverage.

Health, Safety, and Insurance
You must follow the guidelines provided and ensure your studio meets health and safety
requirements and is adequately insured.

Post-Event Feedback
You must complete the feedback form after the event to help us evaluate and improve the
programme.

5. Registration

Registration opens on 2 February 2026 and can be accessed via the Devon Artist
Network website.

To register, you will need:
*  Artist or Group Name

*  Email Address
This should be the email you wish to use for all DOS administration.
(You can provide a different email for publication in the printed guide.)
All event correspondence will be sent to your admin email.

*  Venue Address
This will be published in the DOS guide.

*  One High-Quality Image

This is required for publication in the printed guide.
You may change this image later and upload up to 12 images to your web listing at
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a later stage.
Groups: We recommend using a composite image showing all members’ work.

*  Payment Method
A debit or credit card is required. Payments are processed securely via Stripe.
You do not need a Stripe account — simply select “Checkout as Guest.”

The deadline for registration is Sunday 29 March.

6. Providing Images for the Guide

To ensure your images appear correctly in the Devon Open Studios guide and on the
website, please follow the guidelines below.

Naming Your Files

Before uploading, name and number your images using this format:
LAST NAME FIRST NAME (or GROUP NAME) DOS25
Correct naming helps us process your images efficiently.

Your Listing Image (for the Printed Guide)
* A square format is preferred.
* Images in other orientations may be cropped to fit the guide layout.
* This image will appear in the printed DOS Guide.
A sample listing layout can be viewed on the Devon Open Studios members’ page.

Image Specifications

Upload your image(s) directly to your online registration form. Images must be:
*  Print-ready (300dpi)
*  Minimum width: 1000px
* File size between 1MB and 5MB

Please note: Images below 1MB or above 5MB will be rejected by the server, and your
registration will not complete until a correctly sized image is attached.

Choosing an Effective Image
Your image will be reproduced small within your allocated space in the guide.

For best results, we recommend choosing an image that:
* Has strong contrast
* Is visually impactful when reduced
* Avoids excessive fine detail

You may find it useful to look at examples from last year’s guide on the DAN website.
Images for Pairs and Groups.

Groups are advised to submit a single composite image showing examples of work
from all participating artists.
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This uses the space more effectively than multiple differently shaped images.
Make this the first image you upload, as it will be used in the printed guide.

Support
We want your image to appear exactly as you intend. If you have any concerns, please
contact: infodevonopenstudios@gmail.com

7. Opening Times

You will be asked to select your preferred opening times when completing the registration
form.

The event runs over nine days, but you do not need to open every day. You may choose
the days that suit you best within the event period. However, please be aware that the
more days you open, the greater your opportunity to build an audience.

Artists from previous years have reported that Mondays and Fridays can be particularly
good days to open, as they capture long-weekend visitors to Devon.

8. Helping Visitors Access Your Venue

Please provide clear, simple directions to help visitors find your venue. During registration,
you can move the map pin to your precise location—please check this again at the proof
stage.

For studios in harder-to-find areas, it can help to start directions from a well-known point,
such as the nearest village centre or a major road exit (e.g. “Exit at Whiddon Down from
the A30”). Many visitors rely on postcodes for SatNav or online maps, so please note if
SatNav is unreliable in your area. For rural venues, including a map grid reference or
what3words locator can also be helpful.

9. Access

Please outline any relevant access considerations (e.g. steps, uneven ground) to help
visitors with mobility needs plan their visit. Leave this blank only if there are no access
issues.
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Visitors may wish to contact you in advance or while en route, so please provide an email
address and phone number you can monitor from your studio.

10. Other Information About Your Venue

Please list any facilities available. You do not have to offer refreshments or toilet facilities
unless you wish to. Workshops, demonstrations and short courses are optional but
always popular with visitors.

We recommend offering card payment options where possible. There are several easy-
to-set-up services, and we can provide guidance on this later.

12. What Happens Next

After you register, you will receive an automatic email acknowledging receipt from Stripe.
This will include a link to your completed information, which we recommend you save —it
will be useful during the proofing stage.

13. Confirming Your Participation

Once all registrations have been processed (this may take a few weeks after registration
closure), you will receive an email formally confirming your participation and providing
further information.

14. Local Networks

After processing all applications, we will circulate details of artists local to you. Many
participants find it helpful to coordinate opening times, run joint promotions or create
local trails.

You will have an opportunity to amend your opening dates to coincide with nearby artists
before the guide goes to print.

15. Who Is on the Team?

Sarah Chapman

Devon Open Studios Coordinator and your first port of call for information. Sarah works
part-time supporting DOS and DAN and brings extensive experience in curation, arts
management and event production. If you encounter any issues, please get in touch.
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Gillian Taylor
Our Media Officer, who leads on PR from May onwards and delivers training sessions to
support artists’ professional development.

Sarah and Gillian are supported by the DAN Board and Volunteer Group, who
generously give their time to support artists across Devon.

16. Social Media

Social media plays an important role in promoting Devon Open Studios. Please support
the event by tagging your posts:

Instagram: @devon_artist_network @devonopenstudios
Twitter/X: @DevonArtistNet
Facebook: DevonArtistNetwork

Please follow, share, like and comment where appropriate —your engagement helps the
whole network.

Training for those wanting to develop their social media skills will be available; details will
be shared in forthcoming emails.

To ensure you receive all DOS updates, please add infodevonopenstudios@gmail.com
to your safe senders list.

17. Public Liability Insurance

You are responsible for ensuring you have appropriate Public Liability Insurance for your
venue.
If you are using commercial premises, they may already have cover, but please check.

A cost-effective option is to join a-n / AIR, where PLlI is included in the membership fee.
If you need help, please contact Sarah Chapman at: infodevonopenstudios@gmail.com

18. Cancellation Policy & Artist
Withdrawals

Devon Artist Network is a voluntary organisation run by artists for artists, funded solely
through subscriptions and event fees.

If Devon Open Studios cannot run due to insufficient uptake, the DAN Board reserves the
right to cancel the event. In this case, participants will be fully refunded.
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Work on the event begins as soon as registrations are submitted and fees paid. Preparing
entries for the guide—design, layout and proofing—takes place between March and
June, and represents a significant portion of the event cost.

While the Board understands that unforeseen circumstances may arise, they must also
protect the sustainability of the event for all participants. A refund schedule (based on
work already completed) is provided separately.

Withdrawal by 1 May 2026 Full refund minus 10% admin fee.
Withdrawal between 2 May and 5 June 2026 Full refund minus 20% admin fee.
Withdrawal between 6 June and 26 June 2026  Full refund minus 50% admin fee.
Withdrawal on or after 27 June 2026 No refund, 100% of fees retained by DAN

19. Health & Safety Guidelines

Health & Safety guidelines are included in the Artist Information Pack, provided after
registration.

As the participating artist, you are responsible for ensuring your venue is safe and
appropriately insured.

20. Code of Conduct

DAN is committed to maintaining a supportive, respectful and inclusive environment.
All members are expected to follow the Code of Conduct, available on the Members
page of the DAN website. Please familiarise yourself with this before the event.

21. Privacy Policy

We take the security of your personal data seriously and comply with the Data Protection
Act 1998 and GDPR 2016/679. These regulations govern how we handle personal
information and outline your rights.

For full details, please see our Privacy Policy on the DAN website.

Acknowledgement and Agreement

By taking part in Devon Open Studios, you confirm that you have read, understood, and
agreed to all Terms & Conditions outlined above.
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